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and likewise as barons by tenure; and this appears, Anno 11 Henry II. when Archbishop Beckett was condemned in parliament, for there was a dispute who should pronounce the sentence, whether a Bishop, or a temporal lord; those who would have a Bishop do it, alleged that they were ecclesiastical persons, arid that it was one of their own order who was condemned, and so insisted that one of them ought to do it; but the Bishop replied, that this was not a spiritual but a secular judgment; and that they did not sit there merely as Bishops, but as barons; and told the house of peers, Nos Barones vos Barones, pares hie sumua. And in the very year before, viz: Anno 10 Hen. II. it was declared by the constitutions of Clarendon, that Bishops, and all other persons who hold of the King In Capite, have their possessions of him Sicut Baroniam, et sicut c&teri Barones debent inter-esse judiciis Curia Regis, &c. And they ought to sit there likewise as Bishops; that is, not as mere spiritual persons, vested with a power only to ordain and confirm, &c. but as they are the governors of the Church; and it is for this reason, that in the vacancy of a bishopric, the guardian of the spiritualities is summoned to the parliament in the room of the Bishop; and the new Bishops of Bristol, Chester, Gloucester, Oxford, and Peterborough, which were made by Henry VIII. have no baronies, and yet they sit there as Bishops of those sees by the King's writ. The same is to be said of Ripon.
BLASPHEMY, is the offence of attributing to the ALMIGHTY anything unbecoming His GODHEAD ; by derogating from his attributes; by attributing that to the creature which is due to GOD alone.
BODY. The Church is called a body. (Rom. xii. 5. I Cor. x. 17. 1 Cor. xii. 13. Ephes. iv. 4. Col. iii. 13.) Like every other body, society, or corporation,, it has a prescribed form of admission, Baptism; a constant badge of membership, the Eucharist; peculiar duties, (Repentance, Faith, Obedience;) peculiar privileges, (forgiveness of sins, present grace, and future glory,) regularly constituted officers, (Bishops, Priests, and Deacons.)